THE    CITY    GOVERNMENT   OF    MOSCOW
round the presidium and are in more or less direct relation
with it. Typical instances of these are the Staff Committee,
the Inventions Bureau, the editorial office of The Reconstruc-
tion of Moscow, and the inspectorates of adult schools, libraries,
and town planning.
Finally, there are two bodies which occupy a position of
special importance in the general scheme of administration.
First, there is the City Planning Commission, which is re-
sponsible for drawing up the great plan for the reconstruction
of Moscow now in process of being carried out. Second,
there is a body known as Orgotdel, which organizes the
sections, co-ordinates their work, and in general supervises
all work connected with the delegates.
With this general picture in mind we can now examine the
various parts of the system in greater detail.
THE PRESIDIUM
The most conspicuous feature of the government of
Moscow is the concentration of power and responsibility in
the hands of the presidium. This body is elected by the
plenum for a period of two years. It is quite common to
re-elect the members, and in 1936 about half of them were
serving their second terms of office. There is no recall.
Of the fifteen members, only the chairman, three vice-
chairmen, and secretary devote their whole time to the work
of the presidium, and even these five occupy in addition
certain other leading positions in the work of the city. Thus,
the present chairman (Mr. Bulganin) is head of the tramway
trust, which in view of the overcrowding of vehicles has
become a service of great importance. The principal vice-
chairman (Mr. Mailbart) is chairman of the City Planning
Commission. The acting secretary is head of the water
supply trust, which is closely concerned with the vast under-
taking to connect the Moscow and Volga rivers by means of
a series of canals.
The remaining ten members are (with one or two excep-
tions) engaged in full-time administrative work under
Mossoviet. Among them are such leading officials as the
head of the finance department, the head of the construction
division, and the head of the public health department. One
of the exceptions mentioned above is Mr. Kaganovich, who
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